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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) The invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2, 5-6, 11-13, 16-22, 25, 28, 32-33 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Deep (U.S. Patent No. 6,393,412). 

Referring to claims 1,5, 19 : 
Deep teaches: 

Apparatus for providing a private virtual room within which two or more 
parties can communicate electronically, the apparatus comprising: 

Means for receiving a request from at least one party to provide said 
virtual room, said request including information regarding the proposed purpose of said 
virtual room (see column 2, lines 63-67; and column 3, lines 1-6 of Deep); 

Means for verifying the legitimacy of said proposed purpose and providing 
said virtual room only if said proposed purpose meets one or more predetermined 
criteria (see column 3, lines 7-10 of Deep). 
Referring to claims 2. 6 : 
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Deep discloses the claimed subject matter: an apparatus for providing a 
private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate electronically 
(see claim 1 above). Deep further discloses that the apparatus further comprises: 

Means for receiving a request from at least one party to enter said virtual 
room (see column 3, lines 39-41 of Deep); 

Means for defining predetermined criteria for entry into said virtual room 
(see column 3, lines 50-59 of Deep); 

Means for permitting a party to enter said virtual room only if said party 
satisfies said predetermined common criteria (see figure 5, element 100 of Deep). 
Referring to claim 11 : 

Deep discloses the claimed subject matter: an apparatus for providing a 
private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate electronically 
(see claim 1 above). Deep further discloses that the apparatus adapted to provide a 
plurality of private virtual rooms upon demand, each of the virtual rooms being run in a 
logically and physically protected computing environment (see figure 3, element 62 of 
Deep). 

Referring to claims 12-13 : 

Deep discloses the claimed subject matter: an apparatus for providing a 
private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate electronically 
(see claim 1 above). Deep further discloses that the privacy feature can be enforced by 
any number of encryption procedures that a commercially available. The privacy feature 
is invoked once the chat room is closed to form an occupied room (see column 3, lines 
30-38 of Deep). 

Referring to claims 16. 32 : 

Deep discloses the claimed subject matter: an apparatus for providing a 
private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate electronically 
(see claim 1 above). Deep further discloses the means to display all chat rooms 
available to the user (see figure 3, element 62 of Deep). 

Referring to claims 17, 33 : 
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Deep discloses the claimed subject matter: an apparatus for providing a 
private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate electronically 
(see claim 1 above). Deep further discloses the means to producing logs of the 
communication or interaction taking place within a private virtual room and storing the 
logs in a protected storage means (see figure 4, element 76 of Deep). 

Referring to claim 18 : 

Deep discloses the claimed subject matter: an apparatus for providing a 
private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate electronically 
(see claim 1 above). Deep further discloses that the logs are stored using a key known 
only to the apparatus (see figure 4, element 76 of Deep). 

Referring to claim 20 : 

Deep discloses the claimed subject matter: a method for providing a private 
virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate electronically (see claim 
1 9 above). Deep further discloses: 

Service provider establishes criteria for entry into said virtual room (see column 
2, lines 63-67; and column 3, lines 1-6 of Deep); 

A party requests entry to the virtual room from the service provider (see figure 4, 
elements 10, 72 of Deep); 

The service provider permits the party to enter the virtual room only if said party 
satisfies said established criteria for entry (see figure 5, element 100 of Deep). 

Referring to claim 21 : 

Deep discloses the claimed subject matter: a method for providing a 
private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate electronically 
(see claim 19 above). Deep further discloses that the criteria for entry are established 
by the request to provide a virtual room (see column 2, lines 63-67; and column 3. lines 
1-6 of Deep). 

Referring to claim 22 : 

Deep discloses the claimed subject matter: a method for providing a 
private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate electronically 
(see claim 19 above). Deep further discloses that the criteria for entry are established 
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in accordance with predetermined criteria for the proposed purpose of the virtual room 
(see abstract, lines 4-7 of Deep). 

Referring to claim 25 : 

Deep discloses the claimed subject matter: a method for providing a 
private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate electronically 
(see claim 19 above). Deep further discloses that the request comprises a user- 
specified purpose for the virtual room (see column 3, lines 50-50 of Deep). 

Referring to claim 28 : 

Deep discloses the claimed subject matter: a method for providing a 
private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate electronically 
(see claim 19 above). Deep further discloses: 

A party requesting the service provider to allow that party to enter said virtual 
room (see figure 4, elements 10, 72 of Deep); 

The service provider defining criteria for entry into said virtual room (see column 
2, lines 63-67; and column 3, lines 1-6 of Deep); 

Permitting the party to enter said virtual room only if the party satisfies said 
predetermined common criteria (see figure 5, element 100 of Deep). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 3-4. 7-10. 14-15. 23-24. 26-27. 29-31 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Deep (U.S. Patent No. 6,393.412) in view of 
Ta et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6.931.546). 

Referring to claims 3. 7. 23 : 

i. Deep discloses the claimed subject matter: an apparatus for 
providing a private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate 
electronically (see claim 1 above). However, Deep does not specifically mention that 
the apparatus further comprises means for running said virtual room within its own 
physically and logically protected computing environment. 

ii. Ta et al. disclose a system wherein the system establishes a 
physically and logically protected computing environment (see figure 14, element 8430 
of Ta et al.). 

ill. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Ta et al. into the apparatus 
of Deep to establishes a physically and logically protected computing environment. 

iv. The ordinary skilled person would have been motivated to have 
applied the teaching of Ta et al. into the system of Deep to establishes a physically and 
logically protected computing environment, because it is especially preferred that the 
chat rooms of the present invention be private so that confidential information can be 
exchanged between the parties without the risk of exposure to unauthorized third 
parties (see column 3. lines 29-32 of Deep). 
Referrino to claims 4. 8. 24 : 

Deep and Ta et al. discloses the claimed subject matter: an apparatus for 
providing a private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate 
electronically (see claim 1 above). Ta et al. further discloses that the apparatus further 
comprises means for verifying the integrity of data within the or each said environment 
(see figure 14, element S440 of Ta et al.). 
Referrino to claims 9. 26 : 

i. Deep teaches: 
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An apparatus for providing a private virtual room within which two 
or more parties can communicate electronically. The apparatus comprises means for 
providing at least one virtual room (see figure 3, element 62 of Deep). 

However, Deep does not specifically mention that the apparatus 
further comprises means for running said virtual room within its own physically and 
logically protected computing environment, and the means for verifying the integrity of 
data within the or each said environment. 

ii. Ta et al. disclose a system wherein the system establishes a 
physically and logically protected computing environment (see figure 14, element S430 
of Deep); and comprises the means for verifying the integrity of data within the or each 
said environment (see figure 14, element S440 of Ta et al.). 

iii. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Ta et al. into the apparatus 
of Deep to establishes a physically and logically protected computing environment. And 
it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Ta et al. into the apparatus of Deep to 
comprises the means for verifying the integrity of data within the or each said 
environment. 

iv. The ordinary skilled person would have been motivated to have 
applied the teaching of Ta et al. into the system of Deep to establishes a physically and 
logically protected computing environment, because it is especially preferred that the 
chat rooms of the present invention be private so that confidential information can be 
exchanged between the parties without the risk of exposure to unauthorized third 
parties (see column 3, lines 29-32 of Deep). And The ordinary skilled person would 
have been motivated to have applied the teaching of Ta et al. into the system of Deep to 
comprises the means for verifying the integrity of data within the or each said 
environment, because it is especially preferred that the chat rooms of the present 
invention be private so that confidential information can be exchanged between the 
parties without the risk of exposure to unauthorized third parties (see column 3, lines 
29-32 of Deep). 
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Referring to claims 10. 29 : 

Deep and Ta et al. discloses the claimed subject matter: An apparatus for 
providing a private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate 
electronically (see claim 9 above). Ta et al. further discloses that the apparatus further 
comprises means for determining if a computing platform includes a logically and 
physically protected computing environment (see figure 14, element S490 of Ta et .al.). 

Referring to claims 14-15, 30-31 : 

i. Deep discloses the claimed subject matter: an apparatus for 
providing a private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate 
electronically (see claim 1 above). However, Deep does not specifically mention that 
the apparatus includes means for performing integrity checks on its hardware and 
software when providing a private virtual room. 

ii. Ta et al. disclose a system wherein the system performs checks 
on its hardware and software (see figure 14, element S490 of Ta et al.). 

iii. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the Invention was made to combine the teaching of Ta et al. into the apparatus 
of Deep to perform integrity checks on the hardware and software when providing the 
private virtual room. 

iv. The ordinary skilled person would have been motivated to have 
applied the teaching of Ta et al. into the system of Deep to perform the integrity checks 
on the hardware and software when providing the private virtual room, because it is 
especially preferred that the chat rooms of the present invention be private so that 
confidential information can be exchanged between the parties without the risk of 
exposure to unauthorized third parties (see column 3, lines 29-32 of Deep). 

Referring to claim 27 : 

Deep and Ta et al. discloses the claimed subject matter: a method for 
providing a private virtual room within which two or more parties can communicate 
electronically (see claim 26 above). Deep further discloses: 
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Means for receiving a request from at least one party to provide said 
virtual room, said request including information regarding the proposed purpose of said 
virtual room (see column 2, lines 63-67; and column 3, lines 1-6 of Deep); 

Means for verifying the legitimacy of said proposed purpose and providing 
said virtual room only if said proposed purpose meets one or more predetermined 
criteria (see column 3, lines 7-10 of Deep). 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph Pan whose telephone number is 571-272-5987. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached at 571-272-3859. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2100. 



Joseph Pan 

September 22, 2005 ' \^/19M VU 
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